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The world of Pierre Boaistuau: Man, Sin and Nature in Early Modern Europe

(George Doukas, University of Birmingham)

A key methodological approach of my PhD is based on close examination of the editions of Pierre Boaistuau’s works. His books went through numerous editions (more than 200) in a period spanning from 1556 to 1679 and were translated into eight European languages. They are now housed in libraries across the UK and Europe. Having already made fruitful visits to the British Library, Cambridge University Library, the John Rylands Library in Manchester, Edinburgh University Library, and the National Library of Scotland, a generous research grant from the Society for the Study of French History enabled me to visit the Bibliothèque Nationale de France in Paris between 30 November and 3 December 2008. 

This visit was undoubtedly a success, as it gave a whole new perspective to my research project. I was able to study primary sources at first hand; more specifically, I examined the very first editions of Boaistuau’s Histoires des amans fortunez (Paris, 1558) and Bref discours de l’excellence et dignité de l’ homme (Paris, 1558), as well as the 1560 Paris edition of Histoires Prodigieuses. Analysis of these works provided me not only with hitherto unknown additional information on the author’s life, career, and way of thinking, but also shed new light on the themes discussed in his books (morality, philosophy, religion being some of them). Moreover, the examination of these works enabled me to follow the evolution of Boaistuau’s text itself (including omissions and additions by different editors) and raised interesting issues that will make a contribution to the study of early modern book trade and print culture in general (such as the common small size of the books, published in 4º, 8º and 12º, a sign of their popularity). Most importantly though, my visit to the BnF proved profitable in another way - the discovery of a new work entitled Histoire des persecutions de l’ eglise chrstienne et catholique (Paris, 1572) that was published under Boaistuau’s name six years after his death. This discovery presents me with a unique opportunity to make a significant contribution to the existing historiography. This work has never been presented or even cited before, and as a result, the author’s philosophy and religious beliefs can be further explored and put into a new context in terms of religious and intellectual history, and especially with reference to the relationship of ancient philosophy and Christian tradition through a humanist filter.

‘Raymond Aron and the Recovery of Liberal Political Thought in France’

Iain Stewart (University of Manchester)
After being awarded a travel grant of £500 by the Society for the Study of French History in April 2008, I have been able to undertake two short research trips to Paris in September 2008 and March - April 2009. These have been most helpful in enabling me to make substantial progress in my PhD thesis, as well helping me to prepare an article that I hope to publish in late 2009. 

 

The first trip served two main purposes: first, to access a range of French primary and secondary literature not readily available from my base at the University of Manchester and, second, to visit the archive of Raymond Aron’s personal papers recently opened at the Bibliothèque nationale.  My archival research centred on Aron’s correspondence and notes relating to the lectures on industrial society that he delivered at the Sorbonne between 1955 and 1960. I used the latter in preparing a recently completed thesis chapter on Aron’s sociology. From the correspondence I found a substantial body of letters exchanged with Henry Kissinger that provided the subject of a paper that I delivered at the University of Manchester in December 2008.   This paper formed the basis of an article that I am currently drafting with a view towards submitting for consideration by a suitable academic journal in the summer. 

 

I recently completed my second SSFH-funded research trip to Paris where I again divided my time between the Aron archives and the Bibliothèque nationale. In the archive I read the substantial correspondence between Aron and contemporary liberal political theorists including Isaiah Berlin, Karl Popper and Friedrich von Hayek. This will provide useful supporting material for the argument that I am currently constructing for the fourth chapter of my thesis on the political philosophy of Raymond Aron. This more recent research trip also enabled me to catch up with the most up-to-date French literature on the history of liberal and neo-liberal political thought; as a result, I have been able to situate my work within contemporary French debates about liberalism to a greater extent than might otherwise have been the case. 

 

Both of the trips to Paris that I have made during the second year of my PhD studies would have been impossible without the generous financial support of the Society for the Study of French History. These trips have made a substantial positive contribution to the development of my thesis and I am naturally very grateful to the SSFH for having facilitated this.  

